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The RadioLabour News Briefing

Here is the RadioLabour news briefing for the week January 21 to 27. Thousands of civil servants and teachers went on strike demanding increases in their poverty-level wages.  Although planned for just one week it may extend into next week.  International labour leaders are attending the conference of the World Economic Forum in Davos Switzerland arguing for fundamental changes in capitalism. Amongst other demands are calls for job-oriented growth and a global tax on financial transactions.  There were large demonstrations against government austerity programs in Romania, Portugal. The International Trade Union Confederation - the ITUC - released a report condemning Saudi Arabia for violating all international labour codes and banning unions.  150,000 caretakers in the Netherlands have been holding rotating walk-outs to support their demands for higher pay and paid sick time.  In Canada 5,000 people rallied in London, Ontario to support 500 workers at a subsidiary of the giant multi-national Caterpiller. Caterpiller, which earned more than a billion dollars in profits last year is demanding the workers take a 50 per cent cut in their wages. In Bulgaria 600 electrical workers occupied their plant to protest the employers refusal to negotiate. And, sadly, two more unionists in Columbia were murdered. Meanwhile unionists are opposing Columbia's attempt  to have its vice-president Angelino Garzon installed at the new head of the International Labour Organization - the ILO. The current director-general, Juan Sommavia, is scheduled to retire in September. And that was labour's work week, January 21 to 27.
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What Davos should be talking about: a global tax 
2,500 corporate leaders and their political allies are meeting in Davos, Switzerland,  at the conference of World Economic Forum. Labour leaders are there to present solutions to the current economic crisis. One of those solutions is a global financial transaction tax - a tiny tax that would be imposed on the movement of money around the world. I talked to John Evans about the FTT. Mr Evans is secretary-general of the Trade Union Advisory Committee to the OECD known by its acronym TUAC.  I asked Mr Evans how the idea had originated.
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Many unions are lobbying nationally for the adoption of the financial transaction tax, sometimes known as the Robin Hood tax because it takes from the rich and gives to the poor. One of those unions is National Nurses United in the United States. The NNU is supoporting the FTT as a way of paying for public services, including health care in the country. I talked to Karen Higgins, the co-president of National Nurses United. I asked her first financial transactions would be targeted. 

 How much money would be raised and what would it be spent on?


Are there other organizations that support the implementation of a FTT?


What can unions and their members do to help get a tax adopted?

You can hear extended versions of my interviews with Mr Evans and Ms Higgins on the RadioLabour website. Click on the Interviews link. 

The LabourStart Report

Now here with his regular report about the headlines on LabourStart  - the labour movement's news and campaigning service - is Derek Blackadder
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End

And that's it. Now you're up to date with the latest international labour news you can use. Thank you for listening. And remember: it's all about global solidarity forever.  

