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Labour demands worker-oriented growth policies at the Davos Forum

The conference of the World Economic Forum held in Davos Switzerland opened today, Wednesday January 25. The conference brings together some 2,500 corporate leaders, politicians, journalists  and others including international  labour leaders. The labour contingent at the conference is lead by Sharan Burrow the general-secretary of the International Trade Union Confederation - the ITUC. In pre-conference workshops Ms Burrow told delegates that the social norms which bound top corporate and political leaders with those at the lower end of the economic system have been breaking down. What is needed she said is a new social contract and new global mechanisms of governance. Here is Ms. Burrow.

The labour leaders at the conference of the World Economic Forum are lobbying the politicians and the corporate leaders in attendance to accept five principles of economic growth. They are: the creation of new jobs especially in environmentally sustainable sectors, social protection such as unemployment benefits and decent pensions, financial regulation, fair and progressive taxation and tackling the effects of climate change.

The Forum's conference continues until Sunday, the 29th of January. 

Worker rights violated in Saudi Arabia

In other news: the ITUC has released a report about workers' rights in Saudi Arabia. It describes alarming levels of child labour, discrimination and forced labour. The ITUC also accuses Saudi Arabia of violating all the core labour standards set by the International Labour Organization, the ILO.  Of special concern to the ITUC is the fact that there is not one labour union in Saudia Arabia because the law does not allow them to exists. Unions, collective bargaining, strike and public demonstrations are banned.

US federation begins ad campaign in support of unions
In the United States the major labour federation - the AFL-CIO- has begun fighting back against anti-union messages sponsored by corporations and right-wing think tanks with a new advertising campaign. The campaign's slogon is: Work connects us all. Here is one of the TV ads.  It shows the workers who make America work.
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And that's it. Now you're up to date with the latest international labour news you can use. Thank you for listening. And remember: it's all about global solidarity forever.  

