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ILO: 30% of the world's workers earn less than $2 a day

A report by the International Labour Organization - the ILO - shows in stark terms the extent of unemployment and underemployment in the world. Of the world's 3.3 billion workers some 30 per cent - that's 910 million - are working poor which means they are earn less than  2 dollars a day. 200 million are unemployed - and that's just counting the people who haven't given up looking for a job. The situation could get even worse if governments don't co-ordinate their policies and stimulate their economies. Here is  José Manuel Salazar, the Executive Director of the ILO's Employment sector. 

(clip)

In addition to the 600 million jobs needed to address new labour market entrants plus those who lost their jobs in the Great Recession there are also the people who employed working but in poverty-level conditions. Here is ILO economist Steven Kapsos.

(Clip)
In other news:
In other news: hundreds of women cooks in Bangalore India have started an indefinite strike. They are employed by the government but earn far below the minimum wage set by the government they work for. In Italy truckers and taxi drivers blocked roads throughout the country on Tuesday Janaury 24 to protest government cutbacks, unrestrained market measures and fuel price increases. They are objecting to policies being implemented by the government of Prime Minister Mario Monti. Monti was installed as leader of the country, undemocratically, by the demands of European bankers. 
End

And that's it. Now you're up to date with the latest international labour news you can use. Thank you for listening. And remember: it's all about global solidarity forever.  
