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150,000 caretakers in the Netherlands hold rotating strikes
15,000 demonstration in support of Canadian Caterpillar workers
More unionists in Columbia murdered
Bulgarian coal mine strike settled
Serbian workers occupy electrical plant
__________________________________

150,000 caretakers in the Netherlands hold rotating strikes

Since the beginning of the year some 150,000 caretakers in the Netherlands have been holding rotating strikes.  They work for employers such as universities, banks, casinos and railway stations.  Their union is affiliated to the Dutch Labour Movement Federation - the FNV.  The workers are demanding a 5 per cent wage increase, payment for a first day of illness, more training, and less work pressure. Here is one of the cleaners on the picket line.
(clip)

15,000 demonstration in support of Canadian Caterpillar workers

In Canada some 15,000 demonstrators rallied in support of 465 employees of the American multi-national Caterpillar. The company has a long-standing reputation for anti-union, anti-worker activities. And it is upholding that reputation in this case. It is has locked out the employees of its subsidiary in the city of London, Ontario, demanding that the workers agree to  wage cuts of 50 per cent. The workers are member of the Canadian Auto Workers union - the CAW. The company argues that it has to have the wage cuts in order to remain competitive. But observers have noted that Caterpillar earned more than a billion dollars in profits last year. And that other companies in the sector, such as General Electric, have agreed to decent wages for their employees while remaining profitable. I talked to Tim Carrie about the lock-out. Mr. Carrie is the president of CAW Local 27 - the local union which represents the workers. I asked him about the main issues in the lock-out.  (clip)
In other news

In other news:  thousands of civil servants in Zimbabwe have started a week-long strike.  They are asking for increases in their poverty level wages. In Columbia more trade unionist have been murdered. Mauricio Redondo and Janeth Ordóñez Carlosama of the Unión Sindical Obrera were killed in their home.  In Bulgaria workers at the giant Marits Iztok mine have returned to work after a nine-day strike after winning the payment of a year-end bonus which had been promised them. In Belgrade Serbia 660 electricity workers have occupied their plant to protest management's refusal to negotiate with them.
End

And that's it. Thank you for listening. And remember: it's all about global solidarity forever.  
