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Unions stage demonstartion in Brussels
UK trade unions support student protests
Greek workers organize seventh general strike
Leader of Mexican mine workers wins court case
Support for jailed Vietnamese labour activists grows
A special report on climate change and trade unions
Hell0, I’m Marc Belanger. This edition of the Solidartity Report will focus on climate change and the trade unions. But first the news

(student noice clip)

In the United Kingdom the coalition right-wing government led by David Cameron and Nick Clegg has declared huge increases in tuition for students. Tuitions could be tripled. This will of course hit the children of  working people the hardest. In n protest students have been organizing demonstrations around the country.    

(Clip pf two students)

The  students are being supported by British unions. Here’s Brendan Barber of the General-Secretary of the Trades union Congress of the UK.
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European Trade Unions staged a day of protests in Brussels on Wednesday December 15. Protesters set up a ring around the European Commission building to protest government actions which target workers instead of the bankers that caused the latest finacial crisis. John Monks is the General-Secretary of the European Trade Union Confederation – the ETUC. He was asked about government austerity plans. 
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Greece

In Greece on Wednesday December 15 workers staged the seventh general strike of the year to protest government austerity programmes.  Irma Arkus reports
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Vietnam

5:38

In Mexico a court has ruled that the president of the Mexican Mine Workers’ Union is not guility of money laundering. The government of Mexico has been accused of fabricating charges against Napoleon Urritia in an attempt to dislodge him as the head of the miners’ union. Irma Arkus has a report.
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LabourStart
And now here with his regular report about the headlines on LabourStart – the labour movement’s news service – is Derek Blackadder.
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Climate change

The most recent in a series of UN Climate Change Conferences was held in Cancun Mexico November 29th to December 10th. Some 200 unionists from 50 countries attended the conference.  The trade unionists welcomed the conference’s final agreement because it included their demand for a just transition to decent work in a greener more sustainable economy. The feeling of the unionists was in marked contrast to the air of failure that surrounded a previous climate chnage conference in Copenhagen in 2009. The union delegation in Cancun was led by the International Trade Union Confederation – the ITUC. I talked to Anabella Rosemberg who is the Occupational Health and Safety advisor for  the ITUC. I asked Ms. Rosemberg about the activities of the unions at the conference.

 Were the delegates satisfied with the results of the conference?

What are you hoping will happen at the conference on climate change in South Africa next year.
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One of the unionists attending the conference was Max Conteh, the Director of Education for the Sierra Leone Labour Congress.  I had interviewed Mr Leone for RadioLabour before he went to Mexico. At the time he was cautiously optimistic  about the conference. I caught up with him after the conference and asked him if he thought it was a success.

You were part of a group of 8 African trade unionists who attended the confrence – 3 of whom who were sponsored by the Trades Union Congress of the UK. Why do you think it was important for unionists, especially unionists from Africa, to attend the climate change conference?

You mentioned that there will be another climate change conference next year. This time in South Africa. Are you optimistic about the proceedings of that conference?

Will you be attending the conference in South Africa?
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I also talked to I talked to Philpp Pearson who attended the conference. Mr Pearson is a senior policy officer with the Trades Union Congress of the UK with special responsibilities for climate change. . I asked him if the the unionists at the conference considered it a success.

Are you optomistic about the conference on climate chanfe which will be held in Durban South Africa in 2011

  8 African unionists attended confernce – 3 sponsored by the Trades Union Congress of the UK – but as you know it is very difficult financially for unionists from developing countries to attend conferences such as these. Can you tell why the TUC in the UK thinks its imporant to have unionists from developing countries at the climate change conferences.
5:15

And that’s it. Now you’re up-to-date with the latest international labour news you can use. On behalf of myself, Marc Belanger, and the rest of the team at RadioLabour, thank you for listening. This, after a year of broadcasting,  is the final edition of the Solidarity Report. On January 3 we will begin daily reports Monday to Friday. Please join us. And remember: Global Solidarity Forever. 
